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SUBJ: NEW PLO OPFICE DIRECTOR POR UAE NAMED 

1 . UAE PRESS REPORTED ARRIVAL IN ABU DHABI JUNE 7 OP RIBHI AWWAD 
TO REPLACE RIBHI HALLOUM AS DIRECTOR OP PLO OFPICE IN UAE. HALLOUM 
IS VARIOUSLY REPORTED BY PRESS TO HAVE RESIGNED OR TO HAVE BEEN 
TRANSPERRED TO BE PLO REPRESENTATIVE IN ANOTHER, UNNAMED COUNTRY. 

2. COMMENT: HALLOUM'S RESIGNATION OR TRANSFER ALTER ONLY A PEW 
MONTHS IN THE UAE IS SOMEWHAT SURPRISING. OUR GUESS IS THAT HE MAY 
HAVE MADE HIMSELP UNPOPULAR WITH UAE LEADERSHIP BECAUSE OP HIS 
RELATIVELY HIGH PROPILE AND HIS PAST LINKS WITH PLO TERRORISTS 
ACTIVITIES. WE UNDERSTAND HE MAY HAVE GENERATED SOME BAD VIBES 
WITHIN THE RESIDENT PALESTINIAN COMMUNITY AS WELL POR PUTTING 
HEAVY PRESSURE ON THEM TO CONTRIBUTE FUNDS AND MANPOWER TO THE PLO 
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PORCES IN LEBANON AT THE TIME OP THE ISRAELI INVASION LAST MARCH. 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS HALLOUM'S SUCCESSOR, RIBHI AWWAD, IS A 
MEMBER OP FATAH "REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL" AND SERVED PORMERLY IN 
CAIRO AS PATAH REPRESENTATIVE WITH TITLE OP "REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ' 
BEFORE JOING PLO POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN BEIRUT. ANY ADDITIONAL IN- 
PORMATION ACTION ADDRESSEES CAN PROVIDE US ON AWWAD OR THE REASON 
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FOR HALLOUM'S TRANSFER WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

4. POSTSCRIPT: AWWAD'S ARRIVAL IN ABU DHABI COINCIDES WITH VISIT 
HERE BY ZUHAIR MUHSIN, CHIEF OF PLO'S MILITARY DEPARTMENT, WHO 
HAS MET INTER ALIA WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE SHAIKH MUHAMMAD BIN 
RASHID AND WITH RULER OF SHARJAH SHAIKH SULTAN. LATTER, WHO 
RECEIVED AMBASSADOR IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS, MENTIONED TO US HIS 
CONCERN ABOUT ILLICIT INTERNAL ACTIVITIES OE FOREIGN ELEMENTS 
WITHIN EMIRATES, SPECIFICALLY MENTIONING THE PALESTINIANS HAD 
FORMERLY USED SHARJAH FOR CLANDESTINE TRAINING ACTIVITIES BUT THAT 
THESE HAD NOW BEEN STOPPED SINCE UAE TIGHTENED UP ON ISSUANCE OF 
VISAS TO PALESTINIANS. 

DICKMAN 
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